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From the Editor
Andy Riggs

In result of a change in my schedule, | have found time to do this; my last issue as editor,
and last opportunity to berate and badger the membership in print. Carmie Callanan will be
assuming the role next month. Please send your articles to her in future:
callanan@telusplanet.net.

We're always in need articles, as well as photo’s - for the front page, or to accompany
articles. Hey Cam — how about passing along the pictures from last year’s photo contest?
I'd threaten to deluge you with porno spam, but that probably wouldn’t have any effect.

It seems almost everybody has a digital camera, there must be many members with
good pics. Thereby, | wouldn’t have to use my own, or photo’s from non-member friends
and relatives.

Happy New Year!
| hope your holiday season hasn’'t been marred by rampant fiscal mismanagement.

Andy

The Saga of Liability Insurance
Those Pesky Waivers and Incident Reporting

By Dave McCormick (davemcc@shaw.ca), Chair, ACC Safety Committee*

Once upon a time, the ACC had cheap, affordable insurance. Over the past year or two,
there has been considerable discussion and anguish over the changes to the cost of the
ACC's liability insurance, the signing of waivers and reporting accidents to ACC'’s National
Office. It's fair to say that these three things are connected, in a way that all ACC mem-
bers should be aware of.

First, as you all will know, the cost of the ACC's liability insurance has increased at an as-
tounding rate in the past couple of years. The annual premiums are now close to $100,000
and there is a bit of concern each year that the insurance company won't renew our policy.
This liability insurance protects all ACC members (trip leaders and participants) while on
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ACC-sponsored activities. This means that if a participant gets injured, they decide to
file a claim and someone else (the trip leader or any member on the trip) is found to
be liable, such individuals would be covered by this insurance. While less costly alter-
natives are being sought, there haven’t been any easy solutions, so the premium the
ACC pays now is the current reality.

Signed waivers have created extra paperwork for trip leaders and additional bother for
participants, but the fact is (contrary to common urban myth), these waivers do indi-
cate informed consent from participants and serve as a useful line of defense in the
event of a insurance claim. Not only do these things have to be properly signed and
withessed, they need to be kept on file (more work for trip leaders and the Section Ex-
ecutive), probably for a few years. This whole rigmarole regarding waivers is so im-
portant that a specific policy was approved by the ACC’s Board of Directors last year
and is available for viewing on the ACC’s website: http://www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/
services/safety/index.html

The next administrative requirement is that all accidents (incidents) be reported to Na-
tional Office. This allows National Office, specifically the Executive Director, to be
fully informed about accidents, important when you have to deal with a possible liabil-
ity claim and the insurance company.

Recently, the Safety Committee* was asked to clarify what constituted a reportable
“incident”. Accordingly, the Committee wrote up a set of guidelines that were pre-
sented to the Board at its fall meeting last month. The exact text of the guidelines can
be found on the ACC'’s website, but it's almost as easy to say that if something hap-
pens on a Section trip, and someone gets hurt, or comes very close to getting seri-
ously hurt, the episode should be reported. A simple form to be used for such report-
ing is also available on-line.

It's important to keep in mind that, right after the need for excellent trip leaders, liabil-
ity insurance is an essential part of the Club’s ability to support Section activities. Try
to imagine how many people would want to stick their necks (and their houses) on the
line and run trips if they knew they were unprotected by liability insurance. Paperwork
may seem extraneous to the basic desire of members to hike and climb, but it's an
important part of managing the Club’s activities in our modern litigious world.

* The ACC Safety Committee is composed of 6 members from several Sections
across Canada and is currently working on a number of other projects including sug-
gestions for managing Section ropes and other equipment, based on what seem to be
good practices being used by some Sections already. A selection of safety-related
articles is available on the ACC's website. If anyone has suggestions or questions,
the Safety Committee is always interested to hear from you.
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ACC Calgary Section 2004 Budget - Year End
As of 31 December 2004

January 2005

Revenues Expenses

Item Actual  [Budget flitem Sub item Actual  |Budget
Grant Revenue 7725 $7,725.00@lLeadership Training 3660.65] $5,000.00
Subsidy for Co-ordinators 1410.6] $0.00]
otal Leadership Expenses $5,071.25} $5,000.00
Ghost Shitter 1320.9 $1,500.00
otal Ghost Shitter $1,320.90) $1,500.00
otal Grant Expenses $6,392.15} $6,500.00

[Total Grant Revenues $7,725.00] $7,725.00)

dministrative Chair 37.52 $50.00]
Membership Revenue 15922 $14,500.00IA Alberta Section Meeting 0 $50.00]
GST Refund 972.90] $850.00 Club Memberships 165 $165.00]
Interest Income 706.01 $790 Donations 1750) $1,750.00|
Pins 35) Postal Box Rental 140 $120.00]
Stationary $128.89 $60.00]
JArchive Fee 0l $35.00]
Bank Charges 99.56 $85.00]
IGST 2466.81 $1,200.00
Total Admin $4,787.78] $3,515.00
IChinook Postage* 5439.26 $4,400.00)
Printing 3878.6 $3,500.00
Postage Meter & Scale 590.34 $610.00]
Collating budget 428.77| $545.00]
Total Chinook| $10,336.97] $9,055.00
Committee Membership Committee - Expenses 0 $50.00]
Executive Meetings 378.33 $275.00]
Ski Committee Expenses 734.23 $125.00]
T&L Committee Expenses 48.48] $50.00]
Climbing Committee Expenses 95.53 $200.00]
Environment Committee Expenses 130 $240.00]
Library Expenses 0 $250.00
Social Committee Expenses 332.76 $400.00]
Rent for Monthly Meetings 651.45 $680.00]
Total Committee] $2,370.78] $2,270.00|
Gear Ropes & Gear Expenses 1038.59 $1,000.00
projector 1999 $0.00}
Total Gear| $3,037.59 $1,000.00
Program Recognition 853.32 $1,000.00
Photo Competition Expenses 168.22 $200.00]
Volunteer Party Expenses 0 $1,200.00
Total Program $1,021.54 $2,400.00)
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ACC Calgary Section 2004 Budget - Year End, continued
As of 31 December 2004

Revenues Expenses
Item JActual  |Budget Qglitem Sub item Actual  [Budget
Total General Revenues $17,635.91| $16,140.00@Total General Expenses $21,554.66) $18,240.00]
Leadership Course Revenue 525 1500@General Course Expense 107 $0.00|
Ice Course 200
Total Course Revenue $725.00 1500@Total Course Expense $107.00] $0.00|
Ice Review Revenues 1020 $900.00flice Review Expenses 1059.96 $900.00]
Total Ice Review Revenues $1,020.00) $900.00@Total Ice Review Expenses $1,059.96] $900.00]
Rock Review Revenue 680 $900.00@Rock Review Expenses 994.35| $900.00]
Total Rock Review Revenue $680.00) $900.00@Total Rock Review Expenses $994.35 $900.00]
Section Camp Revenues 15125 $O@Section Camp Expenses 14279.49 $0]
Total Section Camp Revenues $15,125 $OfTotal Section Camp Expenses $14,279 $0]
[Campbell Icefield 9390 $OfCampbell Icefield 3130 $650
Fairy Meadow 2005** 9000 Fairy Meadow 2005 - deposit** 500 $0]
EP Hut 718.2
Prepay Fairy Meadows Balance**| 12671.2 $0]
\Winter Camp Revenues $18,390 $O@Winter Camp Expenses $17,019 $650
Total Revenues $61,300.91| $25,665.00@Total Expenses $61,300.01 $27,190]

Year-end Surplus: $0.90

* Prepaid $820.00 of 2005 budget
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Calgary Section - Commander Group Mountaineering Camp 2005

When: Week 1: July 16 - 23, Week 2: July 23 - 30, Week 3: July 30 - Aug. 6
Where: Commander Group, Purcell Mountains, British Columbia
Base: Commander Glacier (GR 335E 868N, 82K/7). This is a walk-in camp. Bring

your own tent for sleeping. A cook tent and drying tent will be available for
cooking and bad weather.

Who: 20 (max) Calgary Section Members per week

Cost: Approximately $ 300 (final costs will depend on helicopter costs).

References: BOOK: No books but Bivouac.com has beta.
MAPS: 82 K/7 Duncan Lake
WEB: http://bivouac.com/

The campsite will be located at the toe of the Commander Glacier just west of Farnham
creek. There are seven peaks in the immediate vicinity of the camp and hiking opportu-
nities can be found further up Farnham creek. Objectives include Commander (11,060’)
Karnak (11,191") and, of course, the endangered Jumbo (11,276").

The camp is self-guided, self-catered, and self-managed so participants should have
the requisite skills (a snow and ice course at minimum) and be prepared to contribute in
every way to ensure a successful and safe camp. In particular, all participants are ex-
pected to act as trip or rope leaders.

For more information or an application form check the Section Website or contact Sandy
Walker (sandy.w@shaw.ca).

Booking: To reserve a spot we require a non-refundable fee of $300 with your ap-
plication. Your application must include volunteering for specific tasks.
Failure to indicate a willingness to help with the chores or leading will
result in the application being returned.

Please make cheques payable to ACC Calgary Section and send
along with a completed application to Sandy Walker, 2120 18" Street
SW, Calgary, T2T 4T4.
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Wedge Falls — November 27", 2004
Leslie Johnson

Heart Creek was the destination that was on the schedule for November 27". How-
ever, there was little ice at Heart Falls and so the trip leader, Orvel Miskiw, opted for
Wedge Falls instead.

Located in Kananaskis Country on Limestone Mountain, above Wedge Pond, opposite
from Mount Kidd, Wedge Falls is a great practice area since it offers several lines of
varying difficulty (Grade Il, lll). There is a rough trail that leads from the main highway up
to the falls.

The lines to the climber’s right offer the greatest steepness. However, at the time of
our climb, the lines on the far right were quite wet. Similarly, the lines to the climber’s left
were also quite wet. Thus, most of our routes were concentrated in the middle of the
falls. Everyone in the group had ample opportunity to climb as many routes as they
wished, and in whatever fashion they wished — some with two ice axes, some with one
axe, and some with no ice axes.

Aside from offering a great practice area, Wedge Falls is also an aesthetic place to
climb. It offers great views of Mount Kidd, Kidd Falls, and Kananaskis Valley. There is
also a cliff to the climber’s right of Wedge Falls, which is sheltered from icefall, and
which offers a great dry area to sit, have lunch, and converse with friends.

Many thanks to Orvel for organizing a great day out — great for the climbing as well as
for the socializing. Participants: Sarah Attwell, Nicole Cervenka, Jason Cobb, Dave
Hanson, Leslie Johnson, David Kisilevsky, Vivian Mozol, Mark Nelson, Diane Roylance,
Chris Wright.

For Sale

Garmont Dynamite G-fit Alpine Touring Boots. Size 28 (although my shoe size is a 10). |
season of use. Dynafit compatable. See MEC catalogue for details. Asking $400.00
Contact Dale Cole at 245-3092 or dalecole@shaw.ca
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SECTION ENQUIRIES: ADDRESS CHANGES: :n

P.O. Box 1995 The Alpine Club of Canada
Calgary, AB P.O. Box 8040 ATLBERTA
T2P 2M2 Canmore, AB T1W 2T8 SPORT, RECREATION
(403) 678-3200 678-3224(f) PARKS & WILDLIFE
FOUNDATION
Enbancing Alberta's Commenities

NO CALLS AFTER 10 PM IS THE POLICY OF THE SECTION, THANK YOU
Calgary Section Contact Information

Chair: Ray Norman 403 609-0337 Training and Leadership Committee:
Past Chair: Ray Hogan rayhogan@shaw.ca Frédéric Labarre (Chair)
Vice-Chair: Keith Sanford 932-9626 frederic_labarre@yahoo.ca
Treasurer: Sandy Walker 270-0894
Library: Cam Roe 253-5463 Ski Committee:
Secretary: Tom Fransham Jason McCrank(Chair) 229-9451
Tom.Fransham@Jacobs.com jasonmc_acc@hotmail.com
Scott Montgomery 249-4537
Member Services: Jane Maduke 229-4872
Angela Pocsik apocsik@telus.net Lisa Lee-Johnson 236-9121
Alan Fortune 547-1155
Social Committee: Mike McDonough 835-8739
Jacqueline Louie (Chair) 289-5787 Mark Lane 247-5306
Derek Kemp 253-5339
Club Ropes:
Climbing Committee: Stan Bobrow 217-2260
Sandy Sauer (Chair) sandysauer@shaw.ca )
Gabrielle Savard 282-1767 Chinook: _
Orvel Miskiw 932-2800 Andy Riggs (Editor) . 286-8320
Andy Strangemann 220-0212 chinook.ed@3web.net
Rob Owens 255-5443 Collating:
Rebecca Haspel 275-5656 Chuck and Leslie Young 239-4611
Dave Hanson 827-5441 c.young@shaw.ca
Tristen Rasmussen 283-6484
David Roe 282-8025 Calgary Section Web Site:

http://www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/calgary

Environment Committee: o _ _
Sean Fluker(Chair) sfluker@nucleus.com | Email List Service (post and subscribe)
acccalgary@hotmail.com

Chinook Submissions: Any article relating to the Club or the mountains is welcome.

Please send submissions as an email attachment to chinook.ed@3web.net before the 28th
for the next months issue. Microsoft Word documents (Arial font) work the best. Submissions
become the property of the Alpine Club of Canada and are subject to editing.

Copyright 2004 ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. Printed on recycled paper by Maranda
_Reprographics and Printing Inc. The Calgary Section of The Alpine Club of Canada is a
¢ member of the Calgary Area Outdoor Council.




