Try the New Online Trip Calendar

If you have been reading The Chinook regularly for the last few months you would have read that we are introducing a new Online Trip Scheduling Calendar for the Calgary Section. Remarkably, the Tiger Team has completed this project on time! The Trip Calendar is now ready for use.

You can use the calendar to see full details and register for all Section trips and training courses. You can also contact the trip leaders by email using links on the calendar. Trip leaders can set up new trips online, and members can set their personal preferences to receive an email notification whenever a new trip is posted. Trip leaders can keep track of who is registered for their trips, and can send emails to all their trip participants.

The calendar keeps track of the trips you go on, so when you register for a trip the leader can see what trips you have done in the past. You can see at a glance what trips you have registered for, and you will receive an automatic reminder email about a trip a few days before it takes place.

The calendar will now be the focus of all trip and course activity for the section. We will no longer be publishing a paper schedule.  While it’s nice to have a printed schedule lying around at home, it had severe limitations. Not least of these was the fact that it was often out of date shortly after it was printed! We now expect to be adding trips to the schedule throughout the season – if a leader likes the look of the weather he or she can add a new trip for the next weekend at any time.

Go ahead – try it out. We think the new calendar is a great addition to the Section. We hope you do too!

How to find the Calendar

Go to the Calgary Section Website at www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/Calgary/ and navigate to Winter ( Winter Trip Schedule. You will be taken to the 2007-2008 Winter Trip Schedule page.  A little way down the page click on Online Trip Calendar. You will now be able to see all our trips and other events – but you won’t be able to register for a trip or see the details of the leader unless you login.

Look for the Member Login box in the top left corner. You need your UserID to login, and you can get this by clicking the HELP button – just type in your email address and you will get an instant email with your UserID and password. Initially your password will be the same as your UserID, but the first time you login you will immediately be asked to change your password.

SIDEBAR

Can I login with my ACC Membership #?

No you can’t, you need a new UserID. That sounds weird until you realize that for people with family memberships several people all share the same ACC Membership #. When you register for a trip the calendar needs to know it is you, not your partner, not one of your kids, who is registering. The ACC National database identifies each individual with a unique Contact #. This is the number we are using as the UserID for the calendar.

Your Personal Details

The calendar gets your personal information through a periodic download from the ACC National database. By default all your personal information will be hidden on the calendar. Go to “Change Preferences” on the left navigation pane, and you can mark the items you want displayed to other Section Members.

On the Preferences screen you can also ask to get automatic emails every time a new trip is posted to the calendar.

Note that you cannot change your personal data on the calendar. You have to go to the Profile Admin page of the ACC National Website at https://admin.alpineclubofcanada.ca/my_profile/login to make these changes. The next time we download data from National the calendar will show your new details.

Do we have your Email Address?
The new calendar uses extensive use of email to contact members and trip leaders. Make sure that your email address is recorded on the ACC National database – without it we won’t be able to keep you informed of new events posted on the calendar. Go to the Profile Admin page of the ACC National Website at https://admin.alpineclubofcanada.ca/my_profile/login to check whether we have your correct email address.

Registering for a Trip

Once you’re logged in to the calendar you can click on any trip and read all about it. If you would like to go on a trip click on it and register at the bottom of the trip details page. That’s it!

Screened Trips
For most Calgary Section trips the leader has to screen your application before you’re admitted onto the trip. If you’re a solid 5.2 rock climber, the leader wouldn’t want you as a climbing partner on Sysiphus Summits! When you register for a screened trip on the calendar you are actually telling the trip leader that you would like to participate. The leader will be automatically notified by email. The leader can decide if you are a suitable participant for the trip. To do this the leader might call or email you, or might simply review your history of section trips.

At his or her discretion the leader can then add your name to the list of trip participants – and you will immediately be notified by email. 

