The Silver Ice Axe

The Newsletter of the Jasper/Hinton Section
of the Alpine Club of Canada

Summer 2009

We are now be hosting this Newsletter on the sectio  n website. Check it out for more information
regarding updates and trip schedule entries.

www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/jasperhinton/

Welcome

Notes from the Section Chair

Hello to all members! It is the changing of the seasons again and hopefully you all had a good summer!
Winter seems to be upon us early this year and hopefully the heavy wet snow at elevation will lay down a
good base and the snow will just continue. We hope that you find some trips that are suitable on the
schedule and that you get out on a few trips, either climbing skiing or touring. All the leaders are trying
their best to put together some trips that will get the membership out and continue a tradition of fun and
safety in our section. We are always looking for feedback and idea so please get back to any of us on the
executive so we can provide you with the kind of stuff you want to do.

| just want finish by thanking all the executive, trip leaders and members who have helped over the last
year. Your help with all the projects, trips, newsletters, presentations, and planning certainly paid off.

Without the continued help of our dedicated membership we wouldn’t be able to offer the trips and events
that we do.
Thanks to all of you out there....and you all know who you are!

Cheers
Peter Amann
Section Chair



Courses

Avalanche Safety Training (Level 1 course)

| will be offering a number of avalanche courses, especially in the early part of the winter. These are a
good introduction to back country skiing in avalanche terrain and give participants some basic tools for
decision-making.

Cost $200.00 (+GST) December 12-13, December 19 -20, January 19-20,

For details check here:  http://www.incentre.net/pamann/avalanche.html

Contact Peter Amann at 780-852-3237 or pamann@incentre.net

Avalanche Safety Training (Level 1 course)

| will be running some AST courses during the winter. If you are interested please contact Matt Reynolds
for more details at:

(780) 852-5042 or mattracy@shaw.ca

Articles

COLIN HUT WORK PARTY 2009

“I'm thinking | see a group of ghosts.” exclaimed Jessie the matriarch of the sheep herd in the
neighborhood of the Colin Hut.

“What could those bipeds be doing down there now?”

The herd had been watching the approach of the Colin Hut work party for a good part of the day as the
quintet of aforementioned bipedals made their way via canoe across the Athabasca River and after a
sightseeing detour to the old Moberly homestead, began the arduous journey up the ridge hut ward
bound.

“They sure look a little sketchy on that bit.” Becky giggled as she watched the party cross a steep bit of
trail which breaks off from the ridge top to begin a long traverse to the creek draining the hanging valley
the hut occupies. Becky was one of the nimble footed ewes of the valley who was nursing two healthy
young lambs.

“You little ones can waltz across a slope like that like it was a Jasper sidewalk, but look at the eyes that
last person is sporting. Lambies, that is the look of someone who should be looking where they're going
and not where they may end up. They are a clumsy species, not built for mountain travel. Two legged
drive in four legged country. What are they thinking?”

The human herd finally arrives and their leader gets a wee saucer eyed as it seems he forgot the
confirmation form which had the combination to the hut. As he went through his pockets for the fourth
time a couple of guys who had been there for the past couple of days were just getting back to pack up
and head out. As fast as you can say, tear the roof off her, they had the hut open in a jiffy and the herd
was in.

Miriam, one of the lambs belonging to Becky asked, “What are those dudes and dudettes doing down
there now?”

“Well,” Becky explained, “That’s what they do to eat. Instead of head down nipping off grasses, shoots,
and lichens, they sit on their hinnies and gorge on nuts, berries, crackers and sausages. No wonder they
struggle to get up here. And this herd has some large cans of something | don’t recognize.”



“I think I'm hallucinating with this ghost thing.” moaned Jessie again. “What are those creatures up to
now?”

Jessie wasn't having

visions as these were

not ghosts but rather the

herd of people clothed in

new, bright, white,

disposable coveralls

brought in to the hut by

Claire. The gallon cans

that Becky didn’t

recognize were linseed

oil to stain the hut. The

party painted for the late

afternoon, cocktailed,

suppered, told some tall

tales, solved some world

crises, went for a stroll in

the cirque, slept, and

then repeated the

process the next

morning before heading

back down the valley

and back to Hinton,

Alberta. Many thanks go

out to Marilyn, Claire,

Bernie and Mark for the

great time at the Colin Hut work party. With a great ambitious crew like the one we had, the time at the
job flys and the task is made minuscule.
To Becky and the sheep herd, the work crew begs pardon for the intrusion into their fabulous valley and
any duress caused by the shocking outfits.
Summit bound

Wayne Campbell

2009-10 Winter Trip Schedule

Winter has arrived! The following trips are filled on a first call first in basis. Please contact leaders one
to two weeks before the trip.  Volunteers lead all trips. The exact date for the trip may change due
to the leader’s commitments.  For liability protection, each participant must sign a waiver.

Be sure to ask section leaders what other equipment may be necessary. Some section equipment is
available on loan for club outings.

Mid-week Madness throughout the winter

If you are looking for a partner for mid-week backcountry skiing or ice climbing, or if you're sick and tired
of the crowd you normally go with, please give me a call. I'm not working and I'm always keen to get out.
Doug Scatcherd 780-852-4414 cds22@telusplanet.net

December 5th or 6 ™ Tangle Creek Ice Climb

Close to the road, we'll set up some top ropes and have at 'er. This trip is for beginners, or a season
opener for more experienced folks.

Doug Scatcherd 780-852-4414 cds22@telusplanet.net

December 12 ™ Snow permitting ski touring around the Boule Ra nge

A pleasant tour on an easy trail, good trip to start the ski season. Novice trip with a duration of 4 to 6
hours

Claire Levesque 780 865 1441 claire.levesque @telus.net




December 19" or 20™ Maligne Canyon Ice Climb
More top roping for beginners and intermediates. Hopefully there is enough ice.

Doug Scatcherd 780-852-4414 cds22@telusplanet.net
December 20th Beginner ice climb to Top-of-the-Wo  rld

Should have some climbing experience, knots, rappelling, and belaying.

Wayne Campbell 780-865-5251 htcmaint@yahoo.ca
January 9 B Ski touring in the Cadomin area

Level Novice /Intermediate.This is a full day. Distance about 10 km, some trail breaking involved.
Claire Levesque 780 865 1441 claire.levesque @telus.net
January 13 " and 15" Ski touring location to be determined

Come ski with me and meet some folks that want to tour. We will meet in the evening of Wednesday
January 13" and discuss and plan a trip that everyone would be interested in and that suits the abilities of
the group. Then on Jan 15" we will implement the trip. Everyone will need AT or telemark gear, a
transceiver in good working order, skins, probe, shovel and warm cloths.

Kerry MacDonald 780-852-4313 kerry.jasper@gmail.com

January 16 " - 17" Valemount area ski tour (Location TBA)

Overnight at one of the YORA cabins. Everyone with intermediate ski touring skills and an AST 1 course
is welcome. Participants must be able to ski deep powder and bring their own snow probes, avalanche
beacon and shovel.

Mark Kolasinski 780-852-5546 mark k@telusplanet.net

January 19 23 Rogers Pass Ski Tour

Various day tours based out of Glacier Park Lodge. Participants must have completed an AST 1 course
and be able to ski deep powder. Everyone must bring their own snow probes, avalanche beacon and
shovel.

Mark Kolasinski 780-852-5546 mark k@telusplanet.net
January 23 rd Snowshoe trip to Drummond Ridge

South of Hinton in the front ranges.

Wayne Campbell 780-865-5251 htcmaint@yahoo.ca

January 23 rd Parkers Ridge Ski Tour

Should be enough snow by now for some turns. Beginner to Intermediate backcountry skiers (boarders
too).

Doug Scatcherd 780-852-4414 cds22@telusplanet.net
January 26 t Indian Peak and Whistler Creek

This will be a moderate day trip up Whistler creek to Indian Peak. Participants should be strong
intermediate skiers with some experience in back country travel. Participants must have their own
avalanche safety gear and have taken an Avalanche course or prove previous experience.

Peter Amann 780 852-3237 pamann@incentre.net

February 6 th Ski touring Summit Lakes/Jacques Lake.
Easy to first Summit Lake, intermediate to Jacques Lake. 24 km return to Jacques Lake. Full day trip.
Max elevation 1490m at Jacques Lake.

Claire Levesque 780 865 1441 claire.levesque@telus.net
February 20 ™ Ski tour to Watchtower

Intermediate trip through avalanche terrain. Experience necessary.

Wayne Campbell 780-865-5251 htcmaint@yahoo.ca
February 20 ™ Wooley Creek Ski Tour

An exploratory trip for me up the Wooley Creek valley. Haven't been there before but the map looks
interesting. For intermediate backcountry skiers with avalanche training.
Doug Scatcherd 780-852-4414 cds22@telusplanet.net




February 23 rd Ice Climbing Melt Out
Classic Grade 3 ice climb on the Icefields Parkway. Some climbing/belaying experience necessary.
Jeff Andrews 780-852-5975 jeffandrewso@yahoo.com

Feb 26™ -28" Ski Touring Rogers Pass

Want to come and ski touring in Rogers Pass - three days of day touring from the Best Western in Rogers
pass. This will be an intermediate or advanced trip. | must have firm numbers 10 days in advance or the
trip will be canceled. All participants must have appropriate touring gear, transceiver, beacon probe and
shovel, and have taken an avalanche skills training course. For more information please contact:

Kerry MacDonald 780-852-4313 kerry.jasper@gmail.com

March 1* All along the Watchtower

This ski trip will take us up the Watchtower trail to the head of the valley. We will then cross the creek and
head up the lower angle rib to an unnamed peak. If conditions are good it looks like a pretty good line
back down the ridge. This trip is for experienced and strong backcountry skiers. Participants should be
equipped with Avalanche safety gear, and have good avalanche skills. Be ready to break some trail.
Peter Amann 780-852-3237 pamann@incentre.net

March 6™ -13th Vista Lodge of Golden Alpine Holidays

4 spots available in a self catered and self guided backcountry ski week of mostly Vancouver Island
Section members. The cost for the week is $775 which includes heli transport in and out.

Bob Milko bob.milko@gmail.com

March 7" -11™ Wapta Traverse

A great introduction to ski mountaineering. We'll be staying at Peyto, Balfour and Scott Duncan huts with
a couple layover days for skiing and peak bagging. Participants must be able to demonstrate proficiency
with crevasse rescue systems and be able to travel on skis with an overnight pack plus their climbing

gear.
Mark Kolasinski 780-852-5546 mark _k@telusplanet.net
March 16™ Evelyn peak in the Bald Hills area

A good introduction to ski mountaineering. Participants should be in good physical condition as this will
be a full winter day's adventure and should have some mountain, skiing, and avalanche training and

experience.

Jeff Andrews 780 852-5975 jeffandrewso@yahoo.com
March 20" Beginner ice climb through the Gorby canyon

Some climbing experience necessary.

Wayne Campbell 780-865-5251 htcmaint@yahoo.ca
March 22" - 25" Six Pass Route

Approximately 50 kilometres and 2000 metres elevation gain from the Bald Hills to Sunwapta Warden
Station. Participants require avalanche skills training, winter camping experience, intermediate ski skills
and must have a high level of fithess.

Doug Scatcherd 780-852-4414 cds22@telusplanet.net

April 7™, 8™ and 9" Mount Wilson

A long way's in, bushwhacking and two nights camping. For fit intermediate AT or Tele self-propelled
enthusiast with good glacier skills, avalanche rescue skills and winter camping skills.

Mathieu Charest 780-852-5878 matwave @hotmail.com

April 7 Red Pass Rambles

A bit of a thrash to the headwaters of Swift Creek. About 12 km and 1200 metres elevation gain for fit
intermediate skiers with avalanche training.

Doug Scatcherd 780-852-4414 cds22@telusplanet.net




April 24 th Ski tour from Mosquito Creek hostel and the env  irons
Advanced trip which may include some glacier travel.
Wayne Campbell 780-865-5251 htcmaint@yahoo.ca
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