SUMMARY OF THE PLENARY SESSION OF THE UIAA SAFETY COMMISSION

CANMORE, CANADA, JUNE 2003

1. Three new members were added to the Commission: Karin Blok (NL), David Custer (USA), Armando Dattoli (Mexico). Corresponding members are now allowed on the Commission. Because of non-attendance Mandip Singh Soin (India), Lev Sarskisov (Georgia) and Vladimir Yasikov (Russia) have become corresponding members. A new corresponding member is Sung-Pil Chang from Korea.

2. The additional requirements for ice anchors (axial load test) have been published.

3. Additional requirements for rock anchors (including toprope anchors) were presented by the Canadian National Delegate and accepted. They shall be published as soon as a final decision is made on materials.

4. A recommendation for the minimum width of a connector will be incorporated in UIAA Standard 121.

5. Two new tests have been recommended for Klettersteig (vie ferrate) connectors. 

6.  The working group on connectors is still working on a sleeve test for screw gate connectors.

7. Work on abseiling and belay devices continues.

8. The latest rope comparison test results from test houses as well as those from manufacturers show reasonable agreement, except for the University of Vienna laboratory. The next comparison test is scheduled for early 2004.

9. The results of the comparison tests for sharp edge testing of dynamic ropes are also satisfactory except for the University of Vienna

10. Work on UIAA 128, Energy Absorbing Systems for Use on Vie Ferrate, is continuing 

11. At the urging of the Canadian National Delegate, a working group was set up to develop a better standard for sharp edge testing of dynamic ropes.

12. A draft standard for energy absorbing systems for runners was presented.

13. The helmet standard is not good, but no work is being undertaken because of the expense of both testing as well as making comparison tests among laboratories.

14. The next Plenary Session of the UIAA Safety Commission will take place in Kebnekaise Fjällstation, Sweden, from June 15th to 19th, 2004 (arrival 14th and departure 20th).

